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plausible, but also much that was very debatable. And while they were debating it, other schemes equally plausible might be put forward by other parties.
" And not only another and another, but many of this kind. And if so, what do you think the consequences of that would be ? Would it not be confusion ? Would it not be utter confusion ? Would it not make England like Switzerland, one canton of the Swiss against another, and one county against another ? And what would that produce but an absolute desolation to the nation ? I ask you/' he concluded, " whether it be not fit for every honest man seriously to lay that upon his heart ? "
Moreover, not only the consequences but the ways and means of accomplishing a thing ought to be considered. Granted that this was the best possible constitution for the people of England, still the difficulty of its attainment was a very real objection.
" I know," said he, " a man may answer all difficulties with faith, and faith will answer all difficulties where it really is ; but we are very apt all of us to call that faith which perhaps may be but carnal imagination and carnal reasoning." Faith could remove mountains, " but give me leave to say there will be very great mountains in the way of this."
Cromwell's mention of difficulties called up Colonel Rainsborough, the leader of the democratic party amongst the officers.
" If ever we had looked upon difficulties/' cried Rains-borough, " I do not know that ever we should have